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home empty, but often people were not very clear
as to whether the articles they brought back came
from Africa or America.

Again, India ink comes, not from India, but from
China, Indian corn comes from America. Sedan
chairs had nothing to do with Sedan in France, but
probably take their name from the Latin verb
sedere, " to sit."

In these words, as in many others, we can see
that it is never safe to guess the derivation of words.
Many of the old philologists used to do this, and
then write down their guesses as facts. This caused
a great deal of extra work for modern scholars, who
will not, of course, accept any " derivation " for a
word until they have clear proof that it is true.